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the disappearance of the shooting rays of the crest jewels of the tributary
princes' who followed him in his train.1 * He was the very hump (iirpatikaktidd)**
as it were, of the bull whose component limbs were made up by the feudal chiefs
and was technically termed as the centre or nucleus of the circle of kings {naWi
nrpawandalasyaf who were the samantaMauH of the text.4 The attendance of the
feudatory chiefs at the supreme imperial court was a marked feature of the times
of Kalidasa for it has been frequently5 noticed by him in his works. This was
also a noted feature of the courts of the Imperial Guptas as is evident from their
epigraphical records, particularly instanced in the Allahabad Pillar Inscription
of Samudra Gupta and the Kahaum Stone Pillar Inscription of Skanda Gupta.
These feudatories attended the imperial court on important occasions like con-
quests or sacrifices, or they may have even stayed there permanently like the
Rajas of the Moghal court of later times vying with one another for the
imperial offices and the pleasure of the emperor.6

In order to give an ampler evidence it is opportune to describe here the
vassal chiefs at a little length. The following is a description given by the poet
of a universal sovereign and his attending crowd of tributary chieftains.

The vassal chiefs experienced both rise and set at the hands of the uni-
versal , sovereign for he had a kind heart to those who did not violate his com-
mands, but to his defiants he had a heart made of steel.7 The chiefs by hun-
dreds touched (him of undaunted valour on) his feet with rays proceeding from
the diamonds in their crowns brightened up by the red lustre of his toe-nails.8
The emperor returned from the shores of the great ocean to his capital having
taken compassion on the wives of his enemies, who were then destitute of hair
decorations and who had requested their ministers to join the hands of their
infant sons before him as a token of their supplication.9 Although attained to
the pos'tions of the chief of the circle of twelve kings, that universal sovereign
whose personal splendour was equal to that of fire and the moon and by the side
of whose white umbrella, no other (white) umbrella could be raised on the
earth, was ever vigilant thinking that the dignity of a monarch is always to
conquer what still remains unconquered.10

The paramount sovereign sat under a golden canopy and was attended
by chauri-bearers and bards, and tradesmen poured wealth through commerce
in his empire.!1 He was witnessed in his supreme sovereignty marked by their
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